Course Description:

(3 credit hours).

Student Learning

Outcome

Analyze works of pop
culture with regards to
how they depict war and
other forms of political
violence.

ABOUT THIS COURSE

How we will
practice it

Lectures, discussions,
in-class activities.

An exploration of evolving depictions of
political violence in film, television, graphic novels, and popular music

The purpose of this course is to encourage students to think critically
about how war is depicted in the pop culture they consume on a daily
basis. More specifically, my goal is to help students construct original
arguments about how specific works of popular culture either reinforce
or challenge predominant views of war in our society.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES

How we will
assess it

Movie essays.

Midterm and final
exams.

Critically appraise how
depictions of war in pop
culture and news media
influence target audi-
ences.

Lectures, discussions,
in-class activities.

Midterm and Final
exams.

Construct an original
argument about the
political messages em-
bedded in pop culture.

Lectures, discussions,
in-class activities.

Movie essays.

Pop Culture & War
essay.
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Your final grade in the course
will be calculated as follows:

All Quiet ESSay.........coeevuvene 5%
Starship Troopers Essay.......10%
Dr. Strangelove Essay.......... 5%
Wag the Dog Essay............... 5%
Midterm Exam ...........ccc.ceee. 20%
Final Exam ........ccccoovveinenn. 25%
Pop Culture & War Paper......20%
Participation ............ccccceennee. 10%

Failure to submit any assign-
ment will result in a failing
grade for the course, regardless
of the missing
point value.

Grading scale:  90-100 (A),
80-89 (B), 70-79 (C), 60-69
(D), O 59 (F).

REQUIRED MATERIALS

The following texts are required

9 Alford, Reel Power
9 Brooks, World War Z
1 Heinlein, Starship Troopers

1 Jaramillo, Ugly War, Pretty Pack-
age

9 Lappé & Goldman, Shooting War
1 Lipschutz, Cold War Fantasies
9 Martin, Pop Culture Goes to War

9 Satrapi, Persepolis: Story of a
Childhood

Additional readings (articles, etc.)
will be posted on MUOnline.

In addition, four required films
are on reserve in the library: All
Quiet on the Western Front, Star-
ship Troopers, Dr. Strangelove ,
and Wag the Dog.

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION

Attendance is required in this class, and students are expected to have
read and be ready to discuss all assigned readings prior to class. Stu-
dents will also be graded based on their class participationd engaging in
discussion of the readings and current political events, asking ques-
tions, and so forth. Once again, attendance is clearly important; if you

arenot in cl ass

you canodt

trouble getting your voice heard in our discussions, please contact me
as soon as possible and we will work together to get you more involved.

The participation grade will be determined as follows: 10 points will be
awarded to students who attend class consistently and make valuable
contributions to class discussion on a regular basis; 8 points will be
awarded to students who attend class consistently and contribute to

a s discussions actadisnally; 6 points will be awarded to students who at-

tend class consistently, but seldom participate in class discussions. At-
tendance grades of 5 and below are reserved for those students who
either fail to attend class regularly and therefore cannot participate
meaningfully in class discussions or who actively disrupt discussions.

participate.



Students are expected to
adhere to the Univer s
policies concerning academ-
ic honesty (see pages 7672
of the 2014/2015 undergrad-
uate catalog).

Cheating, plagiarism, or any
other form of academic dis-
honesty on an exam, quiz, or
assignment will not be toler-
ated and will be prosecuted
to the fullest extent under
University policies.

The penalty for academ-
ic dishonesty is a failing
grade for the course.

Cheating is defined by the
University as f[a]ny
which if known to the in-
structor in the course of
study would be prohibit-

PERSONAL ELECTRONICDEVICES edo (Undergraduate C:
p. 70). This includes, but is

Please turn off your cell phone prior to the start of class. Students who not limited to, the use of any

text during class time will be asked to leave. unauthorized materials or

assistance during an aca-
demic exercise.

Students should also refrain from using PKE Meters, boom boxes, Plagiarism is defined as
Xboxes, Pandor aPdts, seBmographs, ligiisalers, fet- ifs]ubmitting as one¢
packs, laser tag guns, Moog synthesizers, oldimey collodion process work or creation any materi-

. . . . al or an idea wholly or in
cameras, electromagnetic pulse emitters, tanning lamps, sonic screw-

. T . ] part created by anoth-
drivers, Segways, EasyBake Ovens, baseball pitching machines, Nin- erdo (Undergraduate Ce

tendo Power Gloves, laser epilators, leaf blowers, PoulonPRO p. 71). Furthermore, it is
PP3516AVX chainsaws, Dance Dance Revolution arcade machines, ithe studentos |respor
wel ding torches, night vision gogg]| etclearlydistinggsh hisihar g3 v i | | e E

own work from that created
by others. This includes the
proper use of quotation
marks, paraphrase and the
citation of the original

chines, shiatsu massage chairs, theremins, remotecontrolled helicop-
ters, or similar electronic devices during class time.

Finally, | discourage you from using a laptop to take notes during class. source. Students are re-
A growing body of research suggests that taking notes on a laptop or sponsible for both intention-
tablet hinders classroom learning not only by distracting the user and al and unintentional acts of

other nearby students (Sana, Weston, and Wiseheart 2013), but also by plagiarismo (p, 71).

promoting shallower processing of information (Mueller and Oppen-
heimer 2014).




ADDITIONAL POLICIES

Complete the read-

ings prior to class. Email Policy:  Please check your Other University Policies: By
Youdl | under gt amaishal &l regularly. Articles, enrolling in this course, you agree to
material better and be assignments, and other important the University Policies listed below.
ready to participate in announcements may be sent to your The full text of each policy is available
discussions. i@mar shall . eduodo e maathikp:/anendraestslsedud ur -

ing the course of the semester. academic-affairs/policies/ .

Keep notes on the
readings. | t 6s easy
get the readings mixed
up in class. Take notes
and bring them along
with you to help keep
everything straight.

I Academic Dishonesty, Excused
Absence Policy for Undergradu-
ates, Computing Services Accepta-
ble Use, Inclement Weather, Dead
Week, Students with Disabilities,
Academic Forgiveness, Academic
Probation and Suspension, Aca-
demic Rights & Responsibilities of

Arendét familiar with ] Students, Affirmative Action, Sexu-

a word, historical al Harassment.

event, or work of

pop culture you

stumble across in
the readings? Look MIDTERM & FINAL EXAMS
itup! This is where

Wikipedia is your

friend.

The midterm and final exams are take-home tests. Approximately one
week prior to the due-dates, | will distribute a set of essay questions.
Students will then return the completed exams on the dates specified in
Participate in class the course schedule. Please note that while these are takédiome exams,
discussions. | t 6 s t|e n theyare still exams. In other words, students are not_allowed to col-
percent of your grade! laborate with one another in the completion of the exams.

Even asking a question
counts.

MOVIE ESSAYS

Work on papers

ahead of time. | 6 m Students will write a series of essays in response to four moviesAll Quiet on
happy to provide feed- the Western Front, Dr. Strangelove , Starship Troopers , and Wag the Dog.
back on rough drafts. These essays, with the exception of theStarship Troopers essay (see below),
should be approximately 2 pages long. In each essay, you should analyze how
Proofread, proof- the film under consideration depicts war. In other words, what message does it
read, proofread. communicate about war, its purpose, and its effects? Be sure to cite specific
Seriously, proofread. examples (scenes, characters, dialogue) that support your arguments! In addi-
tion, you might consider such questions as how the film reflects the period dur-
Comeseeme. | 0 m ing which it was made and how certain creative choices film help convey the
always willing to offer fil mébs political message.
help, brainstorm ideas,
or provide feedback. Please note that theStarship Troopers essay is a special case. In addition to
watching the film, you wil!/ al so read Heinle

versions depict war. Since this essay covers both the movie and the novel, it
should be approximately 3-4 pages _long.



http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/
http://www.marshall.edu/academic-affairs/policies/

WAR & POP CULTURE PAPER

Students will choose any work of popular culture that portrays war and
write a paper (approximately 6 pages long) analyzing its depiction.
What message does it send about war? How does the work convey that
message? Be sure to support your claims with specific examples from
the work of pop culture under consideration (scenes, dialogue, charac-

ters, et cetera).

Where possible, consider drawing on what other scholars and critics
have written about the work you have chosen. Also, please note that
the primary goal of this assignment is engaging in original analysis &
not simply providing a narrative summary of the work.

GENERAL WRITING TIPS

9 All papers and exams are due in
class on the due dates listed in
the syllabus. No email submis-
sions will be accepted.

1 Be sure to include a brief intro-
duction that states the purpose of
your essay, as well as a concise
conclusion that sums up what
you have written.

9 Always cite your sources! For
this class, | request that you use
the American Political Science
Association style guidelines. In
turn, be sure to make it clear
where you found
information in your essay. This
includes not only citing direct
guotations, but also any para-
phrased material or statistics.

Al s o, include a
page at the end of your essays
and exams. Failure to properly
cite your sources constitutes
PLAGIARISM .

9 Be judicious in choosing online
sources, and do not cite Wikipe-
dia or other online encyclopedi-
as. Online news articles from

major media outlets and official
organizational websites are al-
ways safe bets;
Twitter feed is decidedly less so.
I'f itds a websit
heard of prior to it popping up in

a Google searc
a good sign th
propriate academic source.

h,
at

9 Proofread your essays! Most
grammatical and typographical
errors can be easily caught with a
simple read-through before a
paper is submitted. Essays and
papers plagued by significant

a n ygramroatical ®ritypagraphical
errors will be penalized.

I Papers should conform to the

suggested lengths provided
A w oApoxes(title pages agpadworks cit-

ed pages do not count toward the
suggested length). Papers should
be doubles paced with
gins and typed using the stand-
ard 12-point Times/Times New
Roman font (or the Macintosh
equivalent).
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